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This is in response to application filed on September 30, 2003 in which claims 1-33 are 
presented for examination. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 1-33 are pending, of which, claims 1,18, 19 and 33 are independent claims. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed on June 15, 2004 and July 21 , 2005 
are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97, 1 .98 and MPEP § 609. They 
have been placed in the application file and the information referred to therein has been 
considered as to the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In particular, claims 1, 18, 19 and 33 it is not clear as to what signal is supposed 
to be detected; nor, how the signal is supposed to be detected. Also, the claim is not 
clear as to which criteria is to be met; nor, how the criteria is to be meet. 
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Claims 1 and 19 recite the limitations "there are" in line 8 and line 4 respectively. 
Pronouns are not permitted in the claims. Only what is being referred by "there" should 
be set forth in the claim. 

Claims 2-3 are also rejected because of the recitation "will produce" and "will 
add" respectively. This claimed recitation renders the claim vague and indefinite 

Claim 17 is also rejected because of the recitation "that will be". This claimed 
recitation renders the claim vague and indefinite 

Claims 2-17 and 20-32 are at least rejected for their dependencies, directly or 
indirectly, on the rejected claims 1 , 18-19 and 33 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claims are directed to 
a search method where detection of a signal is recited throughout the claims. A signal is 
a form of energy. Such form of energy, signal per se, does not resolve or enhance the 
search method intended to be described by the body of the claims. That, therefore, 
does not form the basis for statutory subject matter under 35. U.S.C. 101 . 
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Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
not supported by either a machine, an asserted utility or a well established utility. The 
language of the claims 1 and 1 8 raises a question as to whether the claims are directed 
merely to an abstract idea that is not tied to a technological art, environment or machine 
which would result in a practical application producing a concrete, useful, and tangible 
result to form the basis of statutory subject matter under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 

As per claims 2-17, these claims are at least rejected for their dependencies, 
directly or indirectly, on the rejected claims 1 and 18 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Zhou et 
al. U.S. Publication 2005/027331 8 A1 . 

As per claims 1, 18-19 and 33, Zhou et al. disclose "an extended search method" 
by providing a method and system for retrieving sentences (See Zhou et al. Title). In 
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particular, the retrieving system of Zhou et al. comprising: "receiving a search query" 
(Page 1 , Paragraph 0009). Also, Zhou et al. disclose the claimed limitations of 
"searching a standard index of a set of replicated standard indexes having multiple 
instances of the standard index, based on said search query; detecting a signal based 
on said searching of said standard index, and when the signal meets predefined criteria: 
searching an extended index of a set extended indexes having at least one instance of 
the extended index, wherein there are fewer instances of the extended indexes than 
instances of the standard index" as a search engine that retrieves confirming sentences 
from the sentence database in response to the query. The query is received and 
indexing units are defined, based upon the query, with the indexing units including both 
lemma from the query and extended indexing units associated with the query, where 
sentences from the sentence database are retrieved by the search engine using the 
defined indexing units as search parameters (See Zhou et al. Page 1 , paragraph 0010). 
Further, Zhou et al. disclose the claimed features of "obtaining extended search results 
from the extended index, and transmitting at least a portion of the extended search 
results" (See Zhou et al. Page 1 , paragraph 001 1 ). 

As per claims 2-17 and 20-32 are at least rejected for their dependencies, 
directly or indirectly, on the rejected claims 1, 18-19 and 33 above. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Avadhanam et al. U.S. Patent no. 6,778,977 disclosed a method and system for 
creating a database table index using multiple processors. 

Avadhanam et al. U.S. 2004/0199530 A1 disclosed a method and system for 
crating a database table index using multiple processors. 

Rundell U.S. Patent no. 4,633,391 disclosed an extended index for digital 
information storage and retrieval device. 

Zhou et al. U.S. 2004/0059718 A1 disclosed a method and system for retrieving 
confirming sentences. 

Kanno U.S. Patent no. 6,169,999 disclosed a dictionary and index creating 
system and document retrieval system. 

Copeland et al. U.S. Patent no. 5,878,260 disclosed an information handling 
system method and articles of manufacture including object name services with 
multilevel indices. 

Morishita U.S. Patent no. 5,761,688 disclosed an index structure of a dictionary 
retrieval apparatus. 

Kinoshita et al. U.S. Patent no. 5,715,446 disclosed an information searching 
apparatus for searching text to retrieve character streams agreeing with a key word. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz Coby whose telephone number is 571 272 4017. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00AM-5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Gaffin can be reached on 571 272 4146. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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